ON THE ROCKS
If the Apple Cart deals with the incipient crisis of capitalism,
On the Rocks deals with one of the acute and recurrent strokes
to which that type of economic system is liable; the trade-cycle
of no jobs, no wages; no customers, no business; and mass
unemployment. On the Rocks, deals with the unemployed
demonstrations in London. If we compare the play with two
other plays on the same theme, we can understand not only the
individuality of Shaw's treatment of the theme, but also the nor-
mal reactions of the British people and their Government to crises
of the kind. The first play to be compared is The Weavers, by
Gerhart Hauptmann; the second is The Plough and the Stars by
Sean O'Cascy, In the first play, the hungry weavers, led by a
fire-brand, completely lose their heads, attack their employer's
home and wreck the machines. They do not understand the
social realities and cannot deal intelligently with the problems
created by the arrival of the Industrial Revolution in Germany-
Old Hilse, the grand-father, representing the oldfashioned
worker believing in Heaven, where the poor gel their compen-
satory rewards, dies a symbolic death* His unrealistic and
unintelligent courage and heroic idealism avail the cause of the
weavers nothing. The other weavers react to the situation on
the instinctive level, as hungry wolves, against a well-organised
Government. In the second play, the Easter Rebellion in Ireland
is presented, as it is reflected in a domestic situation* where as
the hero's wife goes mad with anxiety at the delayed return of
her husband, he lies dead. In Shaw's play, the sce^e of action
is not laid among the workers. It is laid in the No* 10 Downing
Street, The unemployed demonstrations and the baton charge
on the workers are only described by the characters in the play*
Only a labour deputation represents the workers. Besides these,
lie dramatis persoraae consist of the members of the Government
aAd the other supernumeraries needed for the action of the play*
The action of the play is the presentation on the level of discussion
of the unemployment crisis. The sense of tragedy embodied in
the play is the sense of stalemate and helplessness in the face of
the trade cycle, as these are reflected in the Positive Characters,
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